
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



.}^*<m» 




HARVARD LAW LIBRARY 



Received 



OCT 1 6 1912 



1 m m9 * 



. . ^^. * 



.;•. 



•t * 






TRANSACTIOXS, No. L. 



SEVEN SOMERTON COURT 
ROLLS. 



O ^ BY 



A. BALLARD, B.A., LL.B., Town Clerk op 



"^ Woodstock, &c. 






IBanburg : 






FEINTED BY WILLIAM POTTS, 51, 


PARSON^S 


STREET 


1906. 







OCT 1 6 n^ 



SEVEN SOMERTON COURT ROLLS. 

In the following pages are printed seven Court 
Rolls relating to the Manor of Somerton (Oxon), 
which were purchased from a dealer by Mr. G. J. Dew, 
of Lower Heyford, a member of this Society, in the 
year, and are published by his permission. They are 
as follows : — 

L Court on the Saturday after All Saints Day, 

22 Edw. IV. 
11. Court with view of Frankpledge, 4 Oct., 1516. 

III. Court with view of Frankpledge, 14 Oct., 1527. 

IV, Court (Baron), 5 May, 1530. 
V. Court, 27 June, 1566. 

VI. View of Frankpledge with Court Baron, 27 June, 

1566. 
VII. Court of the Supervisor, 25 March, 1 573. 

So that the seven documents extend over a period of 
90 years. 

I have never seen a document similar to No. VII. ; 
and the Court of the Supervisor is unknown to all the 
law books that I know. Its sole business was to 
inquire into the names of the tenants by copy of 
Court Roll, the extent of their holdings, the rents, 
heriots and fines due from each and the terms (of 
years or otherwise) for which they held their lands. 
Consequently, we have here a record of the farmers in 
Somerton in the year 1573, and see that the land, 
other than that in the occupation of the Lord of the 
Manor, and of a few freeholders (whose existence we 
deduce from the other documents), was computed at 
38^ virgates, was divided among 18 persons of whom 
only three were said to hold cottages. Since 1883, 
when Mr. Seebohm published his book on the English 



Village Community, every one has become acquainted 
with the principles of the open field system ; if the 
land of a village was cultivated on the three field 
system, all its arable was divided into three fields, of 
which two were cultivated every year, while the third 
lay fallow ; the most remarkable feature of this system 
was that these three fields were cut up into strips of a 
(nominal) acre in extent, and that the usual holding 
of a tenant in these fields was a virgate, consisting of 
a number of strips scattered throughout these fields in 
such a way that one-third of his strips lay in each 
field. The normal virgate comprised 30 of these 
strips, but as the number varied from manor to manor, 
it would be very hazardous to make any assertion as 
to the number of acres in the virgate of Somerton in 
1573. The Hundred Rolls show that in 1279 the 
area of the demense, the land in the occupation of the 
Lord of the Manor of Somerton, was 4 carucates, 
perhaps some 480 acres, while the tenants occupied 
about 34 virgates ; and a comparison of the Hundred 
Rolls with the record of this Court of the Supervisor 
shows that in the three centuries which divide them, 
the position of the tenants had considerably altered ; 
at the earlier period, the villein tenant, whose successor 
afterwards became the copyholder, paid 3s. 8d. rent 
for his virgate, and " worked, paid tallage, and re- 
deemed his sons at the will of the Lord." (The works 
of 48 villeins were valued at £^ 8s. Id. in 1312.) In 
1573 the average rent of a virgate was 14s., and the 
tenant was exempt from all work and tallage. 

In addition to the arable land, there were certainly 
extensive meadows at Somerton. (Domesday Book 
records 48 acres of meadow). These meadows were 
probably not several meadows, but the crop thereon 
was divided among the tenants, possibly by lot, in the 
same manner as the hay crop on the Yarntou meadows 



is divided to-day ; and the whole body of tenants 
would be at liberty to turn their cattle out on these 
meadows after the hay had been gathered. Domesday 
Book also records 156 acres of pasture at Somerton ; 
these would probably lie on the borders of the, arable 
fields on the sides of the manor which were not 
bounded by the Cherwell, and on this pasture and on 
the arable fields between one harvest and the next 
seed time, the tenants were entitled to turn their 
cattle and sheep. But the number of cattle that any 
tenant was entitled to turn out was strictly pro- 
portioned to the extent of his holding ; for on 27th 
June, 1566, a rule was made by the Court that no 
tenant should keep more than 5 horses or oxen and 30 
sheep for each yardland (or virgate) that he occupied, 
and any person who offended should be fined 2s. for 
each horse or ox, and 4d. for each sheep in excess of 
his allotted number ; of these fines the overseers 
of the Commons (who were also called the enumerators), 
received 4d. for a horse or ox, and Id. for a sheep. 
The copyhold tenants were liable to heriots and fines. 
When any of them died, his successor in the holding 
had to pay a heriot to the Lord, sometimes the best 
beast of the deceased, sometimes 4s., before he 
w^as admitted tenant. The fines were payments on 
sales inter vivos. 

The other six documents deal with the two regular 
Manorial Courts, the Court Leet and the Court Baron ; 
with the Court Leet was usually associated the View 
of Frankpledge. In the earliest times every man was 
obliged to be in Frankpledge, i.e., to be one of a 
group of neighbours who were mutually responsible 
for one another's good behaviour, and at the Court 
known as the View of Frankpledge, the proper 
authority used to inquire whether every man in a 
district was enrolled in such a body ; but by the time 



of our earliest roll, this old law was no longer observed 
at Somerton, and although the title of the Court 
remained, no enquiries were made by it as to the 
observance or non-observance of the old law. Our 
records show that the View of Frankpledge (the title 
— Court Leet — is never used at Somerton) and the 
Court Baron were held on the same day, and such was 
the custom at Chipping Norton in the eighteenth 
century ; but the two Courts had very diflferent 
functions. 

Every tenant of the manor, whether freeholder or 
copyholder, was obliged to attend these Courts. De- 
faulters were fined for non-atten< lance (I., II.) or were 
essoined (i.e., excused) if other tenants came forward 
and made their excuses. John Wyse was thus essoined 
by William Syms, Juliana Hampton and Elizabeth 
Aston (VI.). The first business was to empanel a 
jury, which in the rolls before us varied in number 
from 13 to 21. The steward would then deliver his 
charge, stating the business which would come before 
the Court : the old law books give very full specimen 
charges for the use of stewards on such occasions, and 
I have printed an early nineteenth century charge in 
my ** Notes on the History of Chipping Norton." 
After the charge had been delivered the Constable and 
Ty thingman would make their presentments of off*ences 
against the Common Law and the King's Peace. 
Breaches of the Assize of Bread and Beer (II.), 
Assaults (IL, TIL, VI.), Sales of Bread of deficient 
weight (III.), the taking of excessive toll (II. ), are all 
included in the presentments of the Tythingmen in 
our records, and would be corroborated by the homage, 
which was the name given to the jury at the Court 
Leet. After these criminal matters had been disposed 
of, Court Baron was held, to which would be presented 
offences against the Lord or the Bye-laws of the 



Manor. Presentments of tenants who had failed to 
keep their houses or buildings in repair are very 
common (L, II., III., IV.). Offenders were presented 
for lopping as to trees (V.), for encroachments on the 
Common (V.), or for overstocking the Common (VL). 
At two Courts the millers were presented and fined for 
allowing the mill streams to overflow the meadows 
(I., v.). The jurors at the Court Baron also made bye- 
laws regulating the number of sheep and oxen to be 
kept by each tenant on the Common (VL), prohibiting 
horses to be at large (III.), compelling the tenants to 
repair their houses (I.), and to scour their ditches 
(IV). They presented persons who broke these bye- 
laws, and it is noteworthy that they made presentments 
against the freeholders of the manor. Thomas 
Fermour (son of the Lady of the Manor, and him- 
self Lord of the Manor a few years later) was presented 
in 1566 for lopping ashes, and in 1568 for overstock- 
the Common with 20 sheep more than his share. 
The Court Baron alone could authoritatively declare 
the custom of the manor, and in 1568 they placed on 
record the custom of the Manor as to possession by 
the executors of a deceased copyholder. It was at the 
Court Baron that new copyhold tenants were admitted. 
Finally, after the presentments had all been made and 
the other business of the Court completed, the list of 
offenders with their offences, or possibly even, the 
record of the Court, was handed over to certain 
sworn assessors who assessed the fines payable for each 
offence. In one case, however, the fines were assessed 
by the whole homage, and our records plainly show 
that the amounts of the fines were written in over the 
names of the offenders, after the other part of the 
record had been completed. For convenience of 
printing, the amounts so inserted over the names of 
the defaulters, have been printed in brackets after 
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their names. The names of the assessors were entered 
at the foot of each roll. 

It is worthy of notice that of all those who lived in 
Somerton in the sixteenth century, the names of only 
four families can be traced on the voters' list to-day — 
Barrett, Brown, Taylor and Green. All the other 
families have died out or removed, and new families 
have come in their place. 

By the way, these Court Rolls show that Mr. 
Blomfield was in error when he stated that Thomas 
Fermor succeeded to Somerton in 1552. William 
Fermor died in that year leaving all his lands in 
Oxfordshire to his wife Elizabeth, and our two rolls of 
1566 and 1568 are said to be the rolls of the Courts 
of Elizabeth Fermour, and show that she must have 
been living in the latter year ; but she had died before 
25th March, 1573, when Thomas Fermour and Bridget 
his wife appear as Lord and Lady of the Manor. 
Hence it may be suggested that the Court of Super- 
visor was the Court held when the new Lord came 
into possession so that the copyhold tenants might 
acknowledge him as their lord, and attorn themselves 
tenants to him. 

On the whole then, these Court Rolls give us some 
slight idea of life in a sixteenth century village. They 
show us that the houses in the village were built of 
timber or of wattle and daub, that the land was 
divided among more people, that small holdings 
abounded, and th^t there was less difference between 
rich and poor than there is to-day. Moreover the 
custom for all the inhabitants to meet in these Courts, 
at least twice a year, must have produced a feeling of 
brotherliness which is absent in many villages at the 
present day. 

There is a very fine passage in Mrs. Green's " Town 
Life in the Fifteenth Century," which comes into one's 



mind as he thinks over the complicated regulations of 
village life, and the still more complicated regulations 
of town life in the Middle Ages. She points out that 
the compilers of the English Church Service in their 
translation of the collect which is now the second 
collect at Morning Prayer, rendered '* Cui servire est 
regnare," by the well-known words, " Whose service is 
perfect freedom." These complicated regulations bore 
equally on all and each, on the Lord of the Manor, 
equally with the poorest cottager, and although they 
restricted the free action of a man's personality — his 
selfishness — yet they assured to him the enjoyment of 
that personality within the prescribed limits. The 
unrestricted individualism of the present day may well 
be thought to favour the few at the expense of the 
many. 

N.B. — The Latin of these records is very bad, and 
the most elementary rules are neglected, and therefore 
it has been thought best to transcribe the first Roll 
verbatim et literatim. It should also be noted that 
the italicised words which are not in brackets appear 
in the margin of the documents. 
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I. 

SOMERTON 

Curia apud Somerton in die sabatti proximo post 
festum Omninm Sanctorum anno regni Regis Edvvardi 
quarti post conqucstum XXII° 

Homagium ibidem presentat quod Jon Billinge 
deficit curiam — ii"^* 

Item presentat quod Jon Billinge habet domum 
valde ruinosum, aulam et cameram et alias domos : 
emendentur citra festum Michaelis sub pena xx'* et 
aliam cotagium est in defectu sub pena xx^ citra 
festum Michaelis. 

Richardus Scrowe habet molendinum vocatum 
Somerham mille, stangnum inde est in defectu, demer- 
get pratum et viam communem graviter ; emendetur 
citra festum Pentecostes sub pena triginta solidorum. 

Ricardus Scrowe habet foveam in defectu in fodendo ; 
emendetur citra festum Pentecostes, iii'* iiii"** 

Richardus Piper scmdet spinas cepe sine licentia 
domini ; est in misericordia curie vi"* 

J[o]n Billing scindebat unum arborem extra tem- 
pore ; est in misericordia curie xii**' 

•Robert Gardener habet horreum ruinosum; emen- 
detur citra festum sancti Mikalis sub pena xx^* 
et eadem Jon Gardener habet xii*- in manu ejus, 
eadem orreum ante curie. 

Jon Fuller locum suum, omnes domos eorum est 
valde ruinosos ; emendentur citra Miksel sub pena xP* 

Jon Fuller habet molendinum ; totum inde est in 
defectu ; emendetur citra Pentecosten xx*' 

Homagium ibidem demonstrat plenarie quod unum 
arborem qui cresset ante dominam Dennam et 
Wyliam Aster constabat Wyllelmo Aster clariter. 

Grene Smythe habet domum ruinosum : emendetur 
citra festum sancti Andree sub poena xx'* 

* Jon croesed out. 
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SOMERTON. 



Court at Somerton on the Saturday next after the 
feast of All Saints in the 22nd year of the reign of 
King Edward the fourth after the Conquest. 

The homage there presents that John Billiage failed 
(to attend) Court ; (therefm^e he is amerced) 2d. 

Item, it presents that John Billinge has a house 
very ruinous — hall and chamber and other houses : — 
Let them be emended before the feast of {St ) Michael 
under a penalty of 20/- : another cottage is 
in default ; (let it he amended) before the feast of 
(St.) Michael under a penalty of 20/-. 

Richard Scrovve has a mill called Somerham Mill ; 
the pool thereof is in default ; it floods the meadow 
and the common way grievously ; let it be amended 
before the feast of Pentecost under a penalty of 30/-. 

Richard Scrowe has a ditch in default in the digging ; 
let it be amended before the feast of Pentecost (under 
a penalty of ) 3/4. 

Richard Piper cut thorns without the license of the 
lord ; he is in the mercy of the Court {i.e. he is 
fined) 6d. 

John Billing cut a tree at a forbidden time j he is 
fined 12d. 

Robert (altered from John) Gardener has a ruinous 
granary ; let it be amended before the feast of 
St. Michael under a penalty of 20/- : and the same 
John (sic) Gardener has 12/- in his hand. The same 
granary is before his court yard. 

John Fuller's place and all his houses are very 
ruinous ; let them be amended before Michaelmas 
under a penalty of 40/-. 

John Fuller has a mill ; the whole thereof is in 
default : let it be amended before Pentecost (under a 
penalty of) 20/-. 

The homage there fully shows that a tree which 
grows before Lady Denna's and William Aster's 
clearly belongs to William Aster. 

Green Smythe has a ruinous house ; let it be 
amended before the feast of St. Andrew under a 
penalty of 20/-. 
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II. 



Smnerton — Court with view of Frankpledge of 
William Fermor, Gentlemau, held there on the 4th 
day of October in the eighth year of the reign of 
Henry VIII. (a.d. 1516). 

Laurence Lovell, Constable. 



Jury for the King- 

William Reve, 
Robert Mynne, 
Richard Symmes, 
Laurence Lovell, 
Edmund Hobell, 
William Peyntone, 
Thomas Bocher, 



William Amys. 



Owyn Barret, 
John GylV^ 
John Spencer, jun., 
Robert Collet 
Robert Symonds, 
Thomas Nowlstone,* 
Clement Poynall,* 



^ Sworn. 



The Tythingmen there, viz., John Spencer, sen., and 
Thomas Assou, having been sworn and charged on the 
articles of this Court, present that they make a fixed 
payment at this day of 5s. 

And they present that William Peynton (2d.) 
brewed beer and broke the assize thereof ; therefore 
he is in mercy. 

And they present that the said William sells bread 
of deficient weight ; therefore, &c. (i.e., he is in 
mercy.) 

And they present that Robert Symonds (2d) 
brewed beer and broke the assize thereof; therefore, 
&c. 

And they present that Nicholas Warren (2d. ) sells 
flesh and took excessive gain ; therefore he is in 
mercy. 



* These three names have been struck out. 
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And they present that John Gyll (2d.) and Henry 
Milner (2d.) took excessive toll ; therefore they are 
in mercy. 

And they present that Owin Barrett (4d). made an 
assault on John Gyll ; therefore, &c. 

And they present that Robert Symonds (4d). made 
an assault on John Gyll ; therefore, &c. 

And they present that John Gyll (4d.) made an 
assault on Owin Barrett ; therefore, &c. 

And they present that the aforesaid Robert 
Symonds (2d.) sold bread of deficient weight ; there- 
fore, &c. 

The 12 jurors sworn and charged on the articles of 
this Court present that all the above written present- 
ments are true, and affirm them. 

The homage there sworn and charged on the 
articles of this Court present on their oath that 
Richard Raw lens (12d.) of Frytwell has and keeps his 
horses at large contrary to the custom of this manor ; 
therefore he is in mercy. 

And they present that the holding (tenura) of John 
Spencer the younger, is ruinous in timber and thatch, 
and he has a day to make and repair the said holding 
sufficiently before the Feast of Easter next under a 
penalty of 40d. 

And further they present that the tenants of this 
manor have amended their holdings as they had orders 
in the last Court. 

And it further ordained that they make their repar- 
ations in all things well and sufficiently before the 
aforesaid feast under a penalty for each in default 
of 20d. 

It is ordained by the Court with the assent of all 
the tenants that they make their meadow called the 
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Pynfold before the feast of St. John the Baptist, under 
a penalty for each in default of 12d. to be paid to the 
Lord if not. 

(Sd.) 

William Reve ) Mn 

Kobert Mynne. } Aftrmatores. 

III. 

Somerton. — Court with view of Frankpledge of 
William Fermor, Gentleman, held there the 14 th day 
of October, in the 19th year of the reign of King 
Henry VIII. (a.d. 1527). 

Essoins none. 

The Constable there, Thomas Asine, sworn, presents 

(here a line is left blank.) 

The Tythingmen there, John Gyll and Richard 
Syms, sworn, present that they make a fixed payment 
to the Lord on this day of 5s. 

And that the wife of Roger Mortymer (2d.) is a 
common brewer and has broken the assize ; therefore 
she is in mercy. 

And that Richard Baker (2d.) of Deddington, is a 
common baker, and has broken the assize ; therefore 
he is in mercy. 

Item, they present that the Tythingmen have in 
their custody one sheep, called an ewe, and have 
seized it for the Lord, but it is not delivered (to the 
Lord) because it is not after a year and a day. 

Therefore a proclamation is ordered according to 
custom. 

Item, they present that Richard Symes (6d). made 
an assault on Thomas Norcott with a certain timber 
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called a* hedge stake, of no value and drew blood ; 
therefore he is in mercy. 

And that the aforesaid Thomas Norcott (6d). made 
an assault on the aforesaid Richard Syms and drew 
blood with one le stake against the peace. Therefore 
he is in mercy. 

The Harvester here, John Gyll (2d.), sworn, pre- 
sents that Richard Bochere, of Heyford, the elder, 
broke the pound of the Lord, and took thence a horse 
without license. Therefore he is in mercy. 

Item, they present that John Arundell, Knight, and 
Nicholas WodhuU, gentleman, are free tenants of this 
manor, and have made default ; therefore, &c. 

William Reve, Richard Lovell, 

Robert Myn, Thomas Churchouse, 

Thomas Norcott, Clement Percyvall, 

Laurence LoveU, Nicholas Hall, V Sworn. 

Robert CoUett, Richard Kylby, 

William Gerbes, Richard Browne, 
Thomas Johnson. 

Who say upon their oath that all the constables 
and tythingmen aforesaid, present well and faithfully 
and conceal nothing but all things well. 

HERE FOLLOWS THE COURT BARON. 

Homage. — The homage there, sworn and charged 
on the articles of this Court Baron present that 
Thomas Syms permits his kitchen and stable to be 
ruinous for default of straw thatch. 

And Richard Browne permits his tenement to be 
ruinous for default of thatch and " le wattell.'' 

And that David Ryddysdale permits his tenement 
{to be ruinous) for default of thatch and the Hellwall. 
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And that John.Gyll permits his teuement to be 
ruinous for default of thatch. 

And that William Gerbes permits his tenement {to 
he) in ruin for default of thatch and timber, viz., a 
peyre of couples. 

And John Hayteley permits his tenement to be in 
ruin for default of thatch. Penalty 40d. 

And Thomas Lovell permits his tenement to be in 
ruin for default of timber, viz., the couples and the 
side wall. 

And all the aforesaid have a day given to amend all 
the premises before the Feast of St. James the Apostle 
under a penalty for each of them making default of 
40d. 

Moreover, it is ordained by the whole homage that 
no tenant permits his horses to go at large in the 
common field before the end of autumn under a penalty 
for each of them making default for each horse, 12d. 

At this Court came Robert CoUett and took from 
the Lord two messuages, the one lately in the occupa- 
tion of Robert Symons, and the other lately in the 
occupation of Owen Barrett to have and to hold to 
him at the will of the Lord according to the custom 
of the Manor, and he gives to the Lord for a fine as 
appears, &c., and he will pay heriot when it shall 
happen, viz., for the one messuage 4s., and for the 
other 6s. 8d., and he did fealtly to the liord and was 
admitted tenant, &c. 

At this Court Robert CoUett wiis elected to the 
ofl5ce of Constable and sworn. 

A ai J Robert CoUett, ) ^ 
Afiirmed, Thomas Norcott P^'^^"- 
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IV. 

Somerton. — The Court of William Fermor, gentle- 
man, held there on the 5th day of May, in the 22nd 
year of the reign of King Henry the eighth (a.d. 1530). 

Essoin None. 

Robert Myu, Thomas Syras, 

William Pen, Thomas Ronde, 

Laurence Lovell, Nicholas Hall, 

Robert CoUett, Richard Tredwell, ! ^ 

William Gerbes, Richard Kylby, > ^'^^^"• 

Richard Lovell, Richard Browne, 

Thomas Ason, Thomas Lovell, 

Clement Percyvall, William Merfylde. 

The Homage there sivorn — Who say and present 
on the articles of this Court Baron, that Richard 
Browne (2d.) owes suit to this Court and made de- 
fault ; therefore he is in mercy, 2d. 

And moreover, they present that Thomas Johnson 
had a day (fixed) at the last Court, that is to say, 
before the feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross, 
sufficiently to repair his tenement, that is to say, the 
Hellwall and the thatch, at which day the aforesaid 
Thomas did not repair his aforesaid tenement in the 
aforesaid form ; therefore he is in mercy (Fined) 40d. 

And they say that Richard Syms permits his 
granary to be ruinous for default of timber ; and that 
Thomas Syms permits his stable to be in ruin for de- 
fault of timber, that is to say the sparre couples, and 
his tenement for default of covering with tiles ; and 
that David Ryddesdale permits his granary to be in 
ruin for default of the Wattle, and of timber, that is 
to say the Rafters, and his stable on the side called 
the yard side for default of covering with thatch ; and 
that Richard Kylby permits his kitchen to be in ruiu 
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for default of the side wall, and his tenement for de- 
fault of thatch ; and that Thomas Churchhouse per- 
mits his kitchen to be in ruin for default of timber, 
that is to say, the first pole ; and Laurence Lovell 
permits his kitchen to be in ruin for default of repair ; 
and Thomas Asone permits his sheepfold to be in ruin 
for default of timber ; and that Richard Lovell permits 
his bedchamber to be ruinous for default of timber, to 
wit, the Rafters and side wall. And that Nicholas 
Hall permits his kitchen to be in ruin for default of 
timber, to wit, the Rafters and Wattle. Robert 
Mynne permits his sheepfold to be in ruin for default 
of timber, to wit, the first piece and Rafters. And 
they have a day (Jkced) to amend all the premises 
before the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Mary 
under a penalty for each of them in default of 40d. 

And the homage say that William Gerbes permits 
his granary to be in ruin for want of timber, to wit, 
the first piece and the Rafters and the side wall and 
thatch, and he has a day (fixed) to amend and suffi- 
ciently repair the aforesaid granary before the feast of 
St. Michael, under a penalty of 4s. 

And Richard Browne permits his granary to be 
ruinous for want of timber, to wit, the Rafters and 
that he shall repair the aforesaid granary before the 
same feast under a penalty of 4s. 

Item, it was ordered in the last Court by the whole 
homage, that every tenant should sufficiently repair 
and scour his hedges and ditches before the feast of 
the Invention of the Holy Cross under a penalty of 
40d. ; and that Richard Browne did not sufficiently 
repair nor scour his hedges nor ditches before the 
feast aforesaid, contrary to the ordinance aforesaid. 
Therefore he is in mercy (and fined) 40d. 

Item, it is ordered that no tenant fix nor keep any 
cattle in the pasture the Three Slads, nor in the 
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pasture called Whicball Well, under a penalty for 
each in default of 40d. 

Item, it is ordered that each tenant in the vigil of 
St. John the Baptist next, shall be prepared 
in the common field, under a penalty for each in de- 
fault of 4d. 

Item, it is ordered that each tenant shall well and 
sufficiently repair and scour his hedges and ditches 
before the feast of St. Michael under a penalty of 40d. 



Affirmed, (Sd.) Robert Collett, 

William Pen. 



1 



Sworn. 



Somerton. — The Court Baron of Elizabeth Fermor, 
widow, held there on the 27th day of June, in the 
eighth year of the reign of Elizabeth, by the grace of 
God, Queen of England, France and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, &c. (a.d. 1566). 

Essoin — 

Homage there : — 

Thomas Ronde, 
Edward Phips, 
Nicholas Hall, 
Robert Gill, 
Nicholas Syms, 
Richard Paynter, 
Alexander Taylor, 
Richai'd Collett, 
William Perynton, 



Henry Tredwell, 
Thomas Mynn, 
Thomas Hoare, 
William Syms, 
Thomas Gill, 
William Paynter, 
Richard Baynard, 
Robert Kylbie, 
Thomas Baylie. 



•Sworn. 



The jurors charged upon the articles of the Court 
upon their oath say that Thomas Fermor, (xii...ii*^) 
gentleman, Thomas Rond, (v.-.x"*) Robert Kylbie 
(ii-.-iiii"*), Richard Paynter (ii iiii"*), William Paynter 
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(ii^*) Thomas Baylie (ii*^), and Robert George, sen., (i^*), 
have lopped certain trees called ashes, contrary to the 
custom of the manor aforesaid. Therefore they sub- 
mit themselves into the hands of the Lord. 

The Lady ordered for each tree 2d. 

And further they present that Henry Tredwell hath 
inclosed a parcel of the common land witliout the 
license of the Lord, by estimation in breadth 36 feet, 
and in length 27 feet. Therefore let him confer with 
the Lord. 

A day is given the homage of this Court to suspend 
(i.e. adjudicate) a tree called an ash in dispute between 
William Syms and Robert Kylbie, and to return a 
verdict at the next Court under a penalty of 6s. 8d. 

They further present that William More, gentleman, 
occupies a mill called Scrowe's Mill, and has forfeited 
a penalty imposed at the last Court, because he has 
permitted his water to flow over the meadows to 
the damage of the inhabitants of this manor. There- 
fore he is in the mercy of the Lord as appears above. 
And the said William is ordered to keep his water, 
viz., the rivulet out of the meadows aforesaid, under a 
penalty of 20s. Fined 6s. 8d. 

They further present that Thomas Ronde cut down 
an old elm without the license of the Lord. There- 
fore he is in the hands of the Lord, &c. The Lady 
gives the tree aforesaid to the poor. 

They further present that Robert George, senior, 
has a sub-tenant contrary to the ordinance of the 
Court. Therefore the same Robert George is ordered 
to turn the said sub-tenant out before the Feast of St. 
Michael the Archangel next, under a penalty of 
3s. 4d. 

It is agreed that the penalty for pigs (imposed) in 
the last Court shall remain in force until the next. 
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It is further agreed that (the tenants) shall not keep 
above five horses and cattle for each yard land and 
thirty sheep, except between the Feast of St. Martin 
and the Feast of the* Annunciation of the Blessed 
Mary, under a penalty for each horse or (head of) 
cattle 2s., and for each sheep 4d., of which the enumer- 
ators making presentment (shall have) for each horse 
or head of cattle 4d , and for each sheep Id. 



Affirmed by the whole homage. 



VL 

Somerton. — View of Frank Pledge with Court 
Baron of Elizabeth Fermour, widow, late the wife of 
William Fermour, gentleman, deceased, held there the 
18th day of October, in the 10th year of the reign of 
Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of England, France 
and Ireland, Queen, 1 )efender of the Faith, &c. 

Essoin — John Wyse, by William Syms, Juliana 
Hampton, Elizabeth Aston. 



Homage there : — 

Thomas Eonde, 
Nicholas Hall, 
Thomas Gill, 
Thomas Hore, 
William Syms, 
Thomas Baylie, 
William Grene, 
Richard CoUette. 



Thomas Mynne, 
Robert GUI, 
Nicholas Syms, 
Alexander Taylor, 
Richard Beynard, 
William Paynter, 
Robert Kylbie, 



Sworn. 



Constable there — Henry Tredwell, the Constable 
there, sworn, presents on his oath that George Nor- 
cott (12d.), Robert Gill and John Mynne (4d.), the 
son of Thomas Mynne, assaulted one another, and drew 
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blood against the peace of our Lady the Queen. 
Therefore they are separately in the mercy of the 
Lord as appears above their names. And that all 
things besides are well 

Tythingmen there — Alexander Taylor and Eichard 
CoUett the Tythingmen there, sworn, present upon 
their oath that they give to the Lord a fixed payment 
at this view for a whole year of 5s., and that Thomas 
Fermour (4d.), gentleman, has two water mills and 
took excessive toll. 

And that William More (2d.) for a like offence for 
his mill called Skrowe's Mill, &c. 

And that John Arundell, knight (2d.), and the heirs 
of Nicholas Odill (2d.) owe suit of Court for their free 
lands and have made default. Therefore they are 
in mercy, &c. 

All things besides are w^ell. 

The Surveyors of the Fields — Nicholas SymSf 
Richard Beynerd, William Grene; and Robert Kylbie* 
sworn, present upon their oath, that Thomas Fermor 
(6s. 8d.), gentleman, overburdened the common with 
20 sheep beyond the " stint " ; therefore he has for- 
feited according to the sum (fixed) in the last Court, 
as appears over his name. 

And that Thomas Hore (4d.) for one horse, twice 
oflFending for the like as appears. 

And that Nicholas Rond (4s.) for two avers (pack 
horses) as appears. 

And that John Hopcrofte (2s.) for the like twice 
oflFending for two avers as appears. 

And that Thomas Gill (8d). for two ewes for the like 
as appeard. 

And that William Harte (I2d.) for three sheep as 
appears for the like. 
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And that John Wyse (4d.) for one ewe for the like 
as appears. 

And that Thomas Hore (8d.) for the like for two 
ewes as appears. 

And that William Hampton (6d.) for one ewe for the 
like as appears. 

And that Robert Gill for one (4d.) ewe for the like 
as appears. 

And besides they present that all is well. 

Penalty for each horse or aver is fixed at 2s., and 
for each ewe at 4cl. ; of which to the enumerators, for 
a horse 4d., and for a ewe Id. 

Admitted tenant — To this Court came William 
Perynton in person, and openly in Court surrendered 
into the hands of the Lord of this manor, one tene- 
ment and common of one virgate of land and a half, 
and also the whole of the hay growing on the said 
virgate of hind and a half, lately in the occupation of 
the same William, at the yearly rent of 15s., whence 
there happens to the Lord in the name of a heriot, his 
best beast, with this intention that the Lord might be 
pleased to grant the tenement aforesaid, and the other 
premises with their appurtenances to a certain Richard 
Norcote. 

And upon this, in the same Court, the Lord by his 
steward, granted out of his hands, the tenement afore- 
said, and the other premises with their appurtenances, 
to the aforesaid Richard Norcote for the term of his 
life according to the custom of the manor aforesaid, at 
the rent aforesaid, and all other burdens, services, and 
customs, thence formerly owing and of right accus- 
tomed. And as a heriot when it shall happen, his 
best beast or other goods ; and he gave to the Lord 
for a fine such as is accustomed to be had thence 
and he made his fealty and was admitted tenant 
thereof. 
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Being charged upon the articles of this Court the 
jurors present as follows, that is to say, " That yf a 
copieholder of this manor doe decease before the feaste 
of thAnnuncyation of our Ladye havinge estate, but 
for terme of hys owne lyf his executors or assignes 
shal have his estate but untill the feaste of Saynte 
Mighell tharchaungell then next folowynge. But yf 
a copieholder doe decease after he hathe entered upon 
the wynter fallowe, that ys to saie if he deceasse about 
mydsomer then his executors or assignes shall enioye 
his estate untill Mighelmas twelve monethes after. 
And that the custome of the manor hathe so alwaics 
been used tyme out of mynde of mans memorye. 

The homage aforesaid further presents that the 
constiible and other officers present well and truly and 
affirm those things (i.e., the presentments). 

They further present that the house of Richard 
Norcott is ruinous, therefore the same Richard is 
ordered sufficiently to make his repairs before the 
feast of St. Michael the Archangel next, under a 
penalty of 6s. 8d. 

And that Richard Beyuerd wants timber for rafters 
for two bays ; therefore, &c. 

And that Thomas Ronde for the like and Nicholas 
Hall for one bay, rafters, &c. 

And besides, they present all is well. 

Nicholas Syms is ordered sufficiently to make his 
fences between himself and Sicillia Nelc, widow, before 
the feast of the Purification of the Blessed Mary next, 
and so to keep it under a penalty of 6s. 8d. 

Henry Tredwell, \ 
Affirmed by the Court, Nicholas Hall, > Sworn. 

Richard Beynerd, ) 
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VIL 

ISomerton with its appurtenances — The Court of 
the Supervisor, there taken the 25th day of March, in 
the 15th year of the reign of our Lady Elizabeth, By 
the Grace of God of England, France and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., of Thomas Fermor, 
and Brigit (sic) his wife, as follows : — 

Thomas Eonde, Thomas Hore, 

Henry Tredwell, William Syms, 

Thomas Mynne, William Paynter, 

John Wyse, Eichard Norcott, 

Eobert Gill, Thomas Baylie, 

Nicholas Hall, Eichard Symthe, 

Eichard Beynerd, Henry Wysedome, 

Eobert Kylbie, Juliana Hampton, (widow) 

Nicholas Syms, Isabella Asone, widow ad- 
Eichard Collett, mitted. 

Alexander Taylor, Agnes Poynter, widow 

To this Court came Thomas Eonde, and produced 
his copy made at a Court held on the 9 th day of 
October, in the 32nd year of the reign of Henry VIII. 
of one tenement and 7^ virgates of land with their 
appurtenances at Somerton, aforesaid, by the yearly 
rent of £8 10s., to have and to hold to himself for the 
term of his life. Heriot, his best animal. 

(Here follow similar entries for the other tenants 
which niay he tabulated as follows). 
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